P DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGg Ny,

Wright, Wyoming 82732-0406

Telephone 307 939 1300 HECE‘VED "

May 25, 1993 JON -2 1T

FCC MAIL ROOM

Ms. Donna R. Searcy ECE\VED

Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street, N.W. Room 222 7 W'QW

Washington, D.C. 20554
RE: Spectrum Refarming Proposal (PR Docket 92- mummm
Dear Ms. Searcy:

Thunder Basin Coal Company (TBCC) has reviewed the FCC proposed
spectrum refarming rulemaking. TBCC owns and operates the Black
Thunder Mine in Campbell County, Wyoming. Campbell County covers
4,756 square miles and is home to less than 40,000 people. In fact,
Wyoming is the least populated State in the U.S. with less than
450,000 people.

The Black Thunder mine is the largest coal mine in the Americas,
producing about 30 million tons per year. Our mine employs about
500 people and operates on over 10,000 acres of land. Due to the
expanse of the operation, radio communications are a critical part
of our day to day operations. Currently, TBCC owns and operates
over 500 radios and four repeaters. The proposed rule is
particularly onerous in a rural State like Wyoming for the following
reasons:

1. The proposed rule would result in our current radio system
being completely obsolete. There is no compatibility between
the current radio system and that mandated under the proposed
rules. It is estimated that it would cost TBCC in excess of $1
million to meet the proposed rules, and result in substantially
reduced radio communication capabilities.

2. The proposed rules would require that transmitter power be
substantially reduced. This reduces the effective range of the
radios, as well the audio output power. This is particularly
troublesome as many of the radios are located in heavy
equipment.

3. Since the mine is located in an isolated area, we have our
own ambulance and fire fighting service on-site. We not only
respond to calls within the mine area, but also have
commitments to help neighboring mines and the county to respond
to fires and emergencies in the area. It is imperative that we
have adequate radio communications in these situations.

In summary, we don’t believe that these proposed rules are a cost
effective sotution to what appears to be a high population density

No. ¢! Copies rec'd 0

m A B C D E ARC—6138-A




Ms. Donna R. Searcy
May 25, 1993
Page Two

area problem. We respectfully request that the FCC strongly
consider exempting sparsely populated areas, such as Wyoming, from
the proposed rules.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of these comments.
Please feel free to contact me at extension 284 if you should have
any additional questions.

Sincerely,

oy AL

Greg Schaefer
Manager
Regulatory Affairs
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